[bookmark: _Hlk218273570]The Epiphany of the Lord Homily:
On this Feast of the Epiphany, the readings reveal to us that Christ is the true Light, who comes to guide every nation and every heart.
The first reading describes darkness covering the earth, but the light of God light is shining especially on Jerusalem. Wealth, gifts, and people flow in, not to glorify the city itself, but to show that God is at work there.
This Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as the Light of the world, not only for Israel, but for all nations. For us today, this reading is a call to rise from discouragement and fear. Even when life feels dark, God’s light is already present. 
 In the second reading, St Paul speaks about a mystery that has been now revealed through the Spirit. The heart of this mystery is very simple: God’s salvation is for everyone. Paul clearly says that the Gentiles are now coheirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Jesus Christ.
For us today, this passage is both comforting and challenging: it reminds us that we belong to God because of His grace. At the same time, it challenges us to remove barriers we place between people. For example, language, background, status, or past mistakes. The Church is called to be a living sign of this mystery: one body open to all, sharing the same hope in Christ.
There is a story of a group of friends who went to shop in a very large market to buy oranges. One of them insisted that all follow him as he knows the place. They went around the market, but they never found the oranges. Frustrated, one of them asked for directions from someone who was just passing by, and he was told that they were in a completely wrong area. Then they followed this man’s instructions, and reached the destination very quickly. 
Brothers and sisters,
Sometimes, we too, we get lost or confused, because we trust our own certainty more than God’s guidance. The journey of the Magi in today’s Gospel reminds us that finding Jesus often requires courage to search, humility to ask, and readiness to change our path. 
The Gospel tells us about the Magi, wise men from the East, who saw a star, and began a long journey in search of a newborn King. They are not Jews, yet they are seekers. The Magi do not have all the answers, but they are attentive to signs and willing to move. 
The Gospel also shows us the forces of good and the forces of evil at work. King, Herod represents fear, insecurity, and the desire to control. He pretends that he wants to worship Jesus, but his heart is full of violence. The Magi, on the other hand, represent openness, truth, and sincere desire for God.
 This contrast reminds us that these same forces exist within our own lives. There are moments when we seek God honestly, and moments when we resist Him, because He challenges our comfort of power. 
 This passage speaks strongly about the need for discernment. The Magi listened to Herod, but they did not blindly obey him. They were attentive to God’s warning in a dream, and chose a different way back home. Discernment means listening carefully, and having the courage to change direction when God asks us to change it. 
Gold brought by the Magi reminds us that Jesus is King: this invites us to ask, “who truly has authority in my life?” Is it Myself, my fears, or Christ?” Frankincense points to Jesus as God and it challenges us to reflect, “do I give God my time, prayer, and trust? or only what is convenient? Myrrh speaks of suffering and sacrifice. It asks us honestly if we are I willing to offer our struggles, pain, and sacrifices to God. 
Like the Magi, we too, are called to go to greet the Baby Jesus with gifts. What gift are you bringing to the Child Jesus? Perhaps not something perfect, or something honest. Like the Magi, may we continue to search, discern wisely, and return home changed by the encounter with Christ.
May God bless us all!
