Homily for the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C:
Dear brothers and sisters,
Today we celebrate the 33rd Sunday in ordinary time. As we approach the end of the liturgical year, the Church invites us to reflect on judgement, perseverance, and hope in God’s promises. The readings of today remind us that even in times of fear, weariness, and uncertainty, God’s justice, faithfulness and love never fail. 
The context of the first reading is found in the time when the people of Israel had returned from exile, they had rebuilt the Temple, and they hoped renewed blessings.
Unfortunately, disappointment followed: corruption reappeared among their priests, social injustices continued, and the poor suffered. Many of them began to question whether God was still caring, and whether there was still need to serve God, since the wicked seemed to prosper, while the righteous people were suffering.
In response to that situation, God sent the Prophet Malachi who proclaimed that that the day of the Lord was coming, when God would set everything right. The Prophet announced both judgement and hope. His warning of a “blazing furnace” recalls purification rather than destruction: God’s justice would not be a blind rage, it would be a refining fire, so that the righteous might shine. 
Dear brothers and sisters,
We too, there are many times we live in uncertain times. When we face those situations, then remember that this message of the prophet is ours, and it is clear: do not lose hearts, God is at work. Just as dawn follows the night, His light will shine on those who remain faithful. 
This passage invites us to examine our hearts: do we live as if God sees and judges our actions? The same passage challenges us to persevere in goodness even when evil seems to prevail…God’s justice may seem delayed, but it is certain. Let us then remain steadfast, humble and faithful, allowing Christ’s light to purify our hearts and bring healing to our lives.
In the second reading, St Paul reminds the Christians in Thessalonica about hard work and responsibility. In that time, some members had become lazy, spending their time gossiping and depending on others instead of working. His message is clear: Faith in Christ does not mean that we stop our daily duties. 
He says, “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat”. This might sound harsh, but Paul is teaching that laziness harms both the person and the community. Each one of us is called to contribute in some ways: through working, service and prayer. Our jobs, occupations, when done with love and honesty, they become a way to glorify God and serve our brothers and sisters.
This reading challenges us to see work not just a duty, but as a gift from God.
In the Gospel, Jesus gives us a very important message: stay steady, faithful, and not give up when fear comes. In this Gospel, Jesus does not hide the reality of suffering. He speaks of wars, disasters, and persecutions, and most painful, He speaks of betrayal from the people that we trust, even our own family and closest friends. The world that He describes feels uncertain and scary, yet, amid all these realities, Jesus tells us, “Do not be terrified”. He promises that these difficult times give us a chance to testify and to show what truly matters.
Dear brothers and sisters,
When everything seems to fall apart, Jesus invites us not to rely on human success or on the impressive “Temples” that we built, but to ground ourselves in faithfulness. He invites us to choose again, and again to rely on God when we feel lost or afraid. When we suffer, God is still working within our pain.
Real victory is not escaping trials, but walking through them with Faith, knowing that God never leaves us. Therefore, when everything around us trembles, may we stand firm in faith, trusting that the Sun f Justice still rises, and that His light will never fade.
May God bless us all! 
     
   

