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Dear Brothers and Sisters, our journey with God requires always a “together for life” which involves a “face-to-face” as our way to better interact with our Lord journeying with us. We always come to Him to let Him touch our lives and heal all our sicknesses.
In the Gospel of this 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time, (Mark 5: 21-43), we encounter two of the most poignant and powerful miracles of Jesus—the healing of a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years and the raising of Jairus’ daughter. These miracles are not just displaying of Christ’s power but also profound lessons on faith, hope, and the transformative touch of God’s love.
The Faith of a Suffering Woman
The woman with the issue of blood had suffered greatly, not just from her ailment but from the isolation it imposed upon her. According to the customs of the time, her condition rendered her unclean, an outcast from society. Yet, her faith in Jesus was so strong that she believed even the slightest touch of His garment would restore her health. And indeed, her faith was rewarded. Jesus’ response to her is a testament to the power of faith: “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
The Desperation of a Father
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, falls at Jesus’ feet, pleading for the life of his dying daughter. In a society where men seldom showed such vulnerability, especially in public, Jairus’ actions speak volumes about his desperation and hope in Jesus. The subsequent news of his daughter’s death could have been the end of hope, but Jesus’ words offer a different path: “Do not fear, only believe.”
The Touch of Life
Jesus enters Jairus’ house, where mourners have gathered, and with a simple, tender command, “Talitha koum,” He brings the child back to life. This moment is a powerful reminder that with Jesus, it is never too late for a miracle, and that life can triumph over death.
In these stories, we see that Jesus is not indifferent to our sufferings. He is moved by our faith and responds to our needs with compassion and love. The touch of the woman and the plea of Jairus are calls for help that Jesus cannot ignore. They are also invitations for us to reach out in faith, no matter how desperate our situation may seem.
As we reflect on these miracles, let us ask ourselves: Where do we need the healing touch of Jesus in our lives? How can we demonstrate the kind of faith that both the woman and Jairus showed? Let us be encouraged by the truth that our Savior is always ready to offer us healing, hope, and new life.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, as we seek to live out our faith with the courage and conviction shown by those in today’s Gospel. Amen.
